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Serene minimalism

Naterfront penthouse apartment, Toronto
luwabara Payne McKenna Blumberg Architects, Toronto
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A Lol o peopke lk abowt mommadism and follow that whole philoso-
fry.” says Bruce Kuwahara, a partner in Kuwahara Payne Mcokenna
Humbery Amchitects. “HBut the real dithoulty 15 w0 keep a sense o
parmth and homanity,” The 3, 500-square-foot penthouse on the Toromnto
akeshore that Kuwabara and his tcam designed balunces strict
fodermsl ideals with the boman need for warnb and comfor,

KPMB s structercs are familiar to anyone who shops at Indigo
ooks al Yonge and Eplinion, hes attended any one of ball o doeen
anadian universities, of, heaven forbid, spent a lile soft time in
nprsion’s Grand Vildley mmimum-securty prison. The nn's long list
{ credits is crowned by seven Governor-Ceneral's Awards, most of
wem projects with Kuwaabara's direct involvement.

For the pepthouse, Kowabara, panper Shidey Blumberg and
ardline Lee, Paul Rocha and interior designer Karen Petrachendoo
roughi the two-storey space back o 1z bones. They staried over with
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£ = = . 5 . Ahnieas Th e o & wealniet staireass provides ape of architect Brui

wo central ideas. First, they would bridge the viswal transition fiom rove; The riythm of the ) ides o « tect Cruce
- ) i y I_a _ g L Kuwwabara's fovourite visual events in the weaterfront residence

METIOT [0 Open WilleT h:' h'.ll.'.l".lllﬂlJ]l'l"'l__' the two-sto windows in mis- Armidst the rgorsus sparenass, subtle signs of Nife sech as a comfortabila

ve teak frames. Tndeed, wood - teak, oak, walnut, maple — appears heautifully designed shower stoal give the space its mysterious humanity
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W“Ehullt. Jl:'l'.l'ljl.l'.lg i natural warmih to the ascetic SpUrCness of the i [ aaga; Maashve wond trames strisctura T wW-Storey wew over the

wyater: n owinter, they warm the icy scene, while sasing the transition Troi
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terior 1o axtaerior in the surmnmsr

Mext, as Kuwwabara explains, “We were interested in simocturing the
patial expenence.” The layoul wos organdeed around o simgle, mono-
thic structure in the centre containing kitchen, hathrooms and a grand
bl statrcose, with commumil spaces such as living and dining arcus
ranged loosely around the perimeter.

Fuvwabar particularly admires the stwircase, which nses majest-
ally, perpendicular o the entrance, theough the centre of the space, “1
oan' | like very steep staircases. The cadence of a staircase should abways
e casy and graceful. T love the thythm of this ooe, with its unifonm
oodl treads and risers”

The master bedroom occupies o mezznme overlookinyg the mun
oor, =0 light, privacy and noise were issaes, Sliding, shoji-style glass
reens framed in bght maple offer o chowe between enclosure and
penness. Maple was chosen in response o the changing face of Lake
ntario, “In winter, the view 1= stark ond very beaotiful, but cold, so the
wple frame retums a sense of warnvih,”

I Fict, seasonal lemperature vanations mform the orentation of the
it a5 & whole. Tn summer, open doors i the deck direct the emphasis
aturally woward the east In winter, the focus shifts to the south side,
ward the fireplace and the wood-framed windows,

A resincted pulette of simple materials, including pale limestone,
ate and stainkess steel, keeps the eyve focused on the simple geometric
olifs that repeat through the space. There are the stacked rectangles of
e sliding screens, the massive window [rarmimg, and the lines and
ames ol the staircase.

“One of the things we'ne imerested in is the discipline, the rgour,
[ controdling detail. It's a real complexity to make things simple while
ipporting the client’s Ifestyle”
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