Coming home again

Multi-millionaire Andrea Eng's flight from Vancouver back to her native

Hong Kong illustrates a

growing trend of reverse migration across the Pacific. By CHRIS WOOD and ROBIN AJELLO, Pacific

Rim News Service.
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For meost, the reason is

the same as Eng’s, “They

say there 15 no shine
the business environmenl
i Li's m Vancowver,” observes

Glendon Rowell, manpmng

In a briefl announce
ment. 37-vear-old Eng re-
wesaled thin she was returning i her native
Hong Eong afier 15 vears in Canaula, The
resison: money. The booming territory of -
fered business opporiunities that made
her sucoesses In Vanoouver Se2m ame in
compariaon. Eng's new job is a5 a key
investment advisor o Richard Li, a

former real-estate chent and the son of

Hong Kong billionaire Li Ka-Shing,

“iM course, | don’t like living in Hong
Kong,” Eng beashly admaned. “Bw n's
certainly more exciting. Busimess-wise,
s Dbulogs,™

Eng’s decision made her the highest
profile feure yel W join an increasingly
hotly  debared frend
record high immigration from Hong
Kong, Tamwan and other Asin'Pacitic cen-

Afer a decade of

tres b Canada’s Westemmost majpor cily
[ symaller, migratory flight

has set in the opposite directon
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“l A
don't like living in
Hong Kong, but it's certainly
more exciting. Business-
wise, it's fabulous.”
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ithe reverse migration from W ancowver
buck to Hong Kong or elsewhere in Asia
iz uncertain. Mosr of those remrming o
Honz Kong enter the colony on Hong
Foong wentiry cards and their arrival 15 o
recorded for statistical purposes. But
Hong Kong offials estmate that ot coukd
equil the number that move 0 Canada
annually. Tha estmale chosely matched

equally imprecise figures provided by the

direcior of a Honz Kong
based headhunting Nirm. “Salaries are
lower 1n Canada and the taxes are
terrible,”

Indeed. with its 15 percemt maximam
tax, two pervenl unemployment and six
percent annual growth, Hong Kong's
£oonomy is booming in comirast o Van
comver. Growth i the Canadian city is
ibout kealf as brisk, mxes iop 50 percent of
income and unemployment 15 close o -
ple the colony’s ratc. But it is mon st
Hong Eong,” ssserts Tawon-bom Van-
couver husinezssman James Ho, “With the
whole Far East booming, a lot of people
heaave rade e decrsion o o benk.”
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hy he -:'.|II'1|':|II:-. they huave :_"n_'|_||_|n|_;_'._'.:|:|
finding work in Yancouver comparable
1 whal they were secustomed 1o in Hong
Kong or Taiwan. That is particularly troee
lor the advantared offspring of Asia’s
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wealthy. hany ol these ouys (who moved
g Vancouver) e nol working in bloe-
ol laam jobs. s0vs Bay Liang., director ol
o2 I'";.l.'”:-"."'\-l.'\-:\.'ll market research oom-
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comsidered Luking up knitting.”
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Ome result, says Ho and others, 15 that
whio do retum o Asia beave
“& lot of
pranl families are sciling

sovs Ho “But as far as
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By contrast, siys Ho, Asiam business

people whi returm are moving back o a
(amiliar and suppertive BUsInss © imnabe
“q1 is comvenient. People know the men-

Adds Hoe “They are

ping back to make a living.”

ality, the bankers.

An alternative construction is that
many such migrants, espec ally thaost

who remrn 1o Hong Kong, only moved to

Vancowyer ab all w onder 10 80

nadian passport. Emigration from

colony soared after the Tunanmen mas

y Blpws SRras

sacre i 1989, Bur comcerm over et will &

happen when the Fritish-controdbed en-
clove reverts o mainkand Chimese comitrol
And
many of those who initially fled are now
finding themselves drawn back by Hong
Kong's bullish economy.

“Oe guy | know only waited until hes
citizenship was approved,” says Ambrose

i 1997 hos waned mnorocenl Years

Lo, @ Vancouover-hased interior design
comsultant who moved o the city three
veurs aga, “The next day he ok his fam-
ily back to Homg Kong. He only came
back 10 swear allemance to the flaz

In Hong Kong, such retumess are
ereeted with a pragmatic sense of wnidier-
standing. “You have o ask yosurself why
they left in the first place.” notes Hong
Kong legislative councillor Chiistine
Loh. “It was a practical decision: mow
they™ve {g0T) an insurance policy.”

Larwyer Mason Loh believes that s
larly pragmatic conswherations may e Tic-
hind the decision of some Asian wives
and chibdren 1o remain in Canada while
their hushands retum o Hong kaong o

alsewhers o do business. 10 15 ool O
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Wanoouvar's Chinatown: Immigrants are whill coming.

“If the family

doesan't stay here, they will lase their resi-

necessity,” Loh says

dency siatus.”

Whatever the motives of those going
back. however, few observers predict thal
their depariure will punciure Vangou-
ver's immigration-led growth. While
slow by Asian standards, the city's
economy 15 the must buoyant in Canada,
largely because of an mflux of new resl
dents — fewer than half of them [rom
Asia. Continued migration 1o the city
from elsewhere in Canada alone is hikely
to keep 115 coomarmy buoyant.

At the same time, not all of those who
have moved from Asia to Canada in re-
cent vears believe that 1t would be eagy o
veturm, Interior designer Lo, for one, sold
evervthing that he owmed in Hong Kong
1991, Il 1
hadin ' he says, “T woukd be a o | ls0naire

o Tnstead, Lo finds that Hong Kong s

hefore leaving there in

rocketing inflation has o made it virmo-
ally impossible for him 1o buy his way
bk inio e EeITiIoTY.

[r fact, i grants i W ancouves from
the Pacific Rim contimpe 0 outnumber
those reluming there by at least four to
ome. “The weather, the city, the sea, the
political stability. they arc ool gomng 0
change,” notes Larry Cantrell, & cily oco-
momic development officer.

“We arc halfway between Furope and
Japan and a day choser than the United
States ports. That s ot going o champe.”

Ar the same time, observes Ho, “As
China opens up, there are a lof of very
wealthy people being creatzd inside
China and looking for emigrabion. And
Canada is prefemed.”

“They are coming.” Ho says “You
cannod stop people froem coming.”

But then, as Lng has shown. neither
can you stop them from going hack.



